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“grasped, surrounded and subsumed by that which is known and ap-
prehended’ (ibidj). iWe are referring to Aggada and Halacha. (See
Oroth, “Oroth Ha-tefr;fya” chapts. 55, 60.)

“A great thing — the Work of the Chariot, a small thing — the
disputations of Abayye and Rava” (T.B. Sukka 28a; Neziv to Sifré
‘Ekey 13 sw. dorshey reshumot). It was not the intention of the Rabbis
to honor the Aggadalz at the expense of the Halacha, but rather to
characterize them (cf. Kessef Mishne, Hil. Yesodei HaTorah 4:13).
Mysticism is “a grea:t thing” because it deals with large issues, with
generalities, with wor}ds, parzufim and sefiroth. Its bon mot: “How
great'are Thy works O Lord; Thy thoughts are very deep”. And Halacha
IS “a’ small thing” becausc it deals with trifling matters, with specifics,

“sacrifices of birds a.ntli purification of women” (Aboth 3:23). Its motto
mght very well be (to employ Rabbi Kook’s paraphrase), “How tiny
are they works, O Lord (Resh Millin 127; Oroth HaTorah 3: 3).

Exclusive preoccupation with Aggada makes man susceptible to
spiritnal “psychosis” as he becomes increasingly detached from the
world, disdainful of ordinary goings-on and totally given over to the In-
visible. By the same token, spiritual “neurosis” is predictable for one
who is so completely immersed in the mundane and swept up by trivia
to the point of losing| overall sight. The Torah guarded against such
maladies. The artful, harmonious interweaving of halakhoth and agga-
doth in the Talmud reflects an inner balance. The first type mentioned
would embark in a “hovercraft”, his companion in a submarine, while
the “sea of the Talmud” is meant to be navigated by another craft.

It is within the power of the cosmic tension between the two op-
posed visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel to split the world, to smash it to
bits, to divide man’s mind and rend his heart. But no! Ya‘akob, with
his “good eye”, adaptability and versatility, spans the Yabok and trans-
forms a whirlpool into wine and a shaky bridge into a booth of peace
(Zohar, Mishpatim 116a).
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story of a Chariot, of the Shechina which has wandered from its land,
left its sanctuary gnd_departed to the treasury above, to “His place”.

The music of Isaiah basks in the light of the Temple Mount; that
of Ezekiel drops the shadows of exile. “From dawn to dusk the angels
say, “Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh™; from dusk to dawn they say, “Baruch
kevod adoriai mi- mek:!omo” (Seder Eliyahu Rabba vii).

On the one hand the Holy One blessed be He appears as “filling
all worlds” the my:a{:cs sense the nearness of God, His presence, His
;openess His worldlines. And on the other, “transcending all worlds”
would He appear; the scholars distinguish His distance, His closedness,
His hiddenness. Thel “Hassid” drums “Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh”
“the whole earth is fuIl of His glory”, and the “Mithnagged” harps
“Baruch kevod adona: mi-mekomo”, “Blessed be the glory of the Lord
from His place™. Taken to its extreme, the bright light of Hassidut
would threaten to ﬂo;od the world with supreme holiness and break
down the barriers until Profane turns into Holy and simple tasks be-
come “mizworh™ (see Likutey Moharan 1 54, 2). The Hassidic version
of “godliness’ comes alarmingly close to pantheism, heaven forfend.
And Perishut in its far-reaching expressions, is so keen on preserving
God’s dignity, that there is foreseeable danger that the sap of the holy
might dry up and Torah study degenerate into plain intellectualism.
And it borders on deism.

There are “twins” in the womb, God and Man, and there lurks
the threat that the first movement would crush the foetus of man under
the impact of God; while the second might abort God in favor of man.
Kenesseth Yisrael trenibles with birthpangs, the ‘“infants” clash within
her, and who will ease her labour?

The “mother” is in need of a physician who has undergone both
experiences, who is familiar with “flight” and “return” (Likutey
Moharan 14, 7); a righteous sage who is “ambidextrous”, who navigates
through both worlds, who can educate the “dwellers below” to the
proximity of God and show them that “the whole earth. is full of His
glory”, and likewise demonstrate to the “‘dwellers on high” that they
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are fignorant of God, for He is ever distant and “where is the place of
His glory?” (LM. II 7, 7; 68; Nefesh Ha-Hayyim 111, 6; Oroth Ha-
Kodesh 11, 399—401). '

The Seraphim on one side and holy Hayyoth on the other, the

‘Left and the Right, stand pitched for battle, while a spirit from above

descends upon them to teach them mutual respect “and they give leave

‘one unto the other”. And why not? “All of them are beloved, pure,

mighty and holy; and all of them in dread and awe do the will of their
Master”.

They stand one camp opposite the other, as strangers, as enemies,
yet each must know that his adversary is not but his admirer, that his
foe compliments and completes him, for together they comprise one
creative personality ... that in a former lifetime or in the next, they
will trade places so that each shares the other’s fate. “There is a certain
mystical wealth to the masters of revealed knowledge which allows them
not to have to fret over exalted spiritual matters for they already possess
enough of a spiritual kind of idea ... the masters of hidden knowledge
are just the reverse, they find themselves satisfied when it comes to the
revealed, the practical way is paved bfore them, the doubts are resolved
by them without wear” (Oroth HaKodesh 1, 36—37)." :

“Three interconnect, the Holy One blessed be He, Torah and Israel
and each is both hidden and revealed” (Zohar, Aharey 73a). Just as the
Holy One blessed be He is known in two modes, and Kenesseth Israel
comprises her hidden and revealed persons, so too the Torah subdivides
into the categories of Esoteric and Exoteric. What might we say of
the “hemispheres” of the Torah mind?

One science is discursive, it views the world from above, it delights
in all that is related to generalities, abstraction and souls. In terms of
thought process it prefers to be “transcending all worlds™, “grasping
the known and surrounding it” (Likutey Amarim — Tanya 1, 5; 1, 7).
The second science is pedantic, integrated in society and the affairs of
the world, enamoured of all that relates to specifics, definition, delimita-
tion and bodies. It may be categorized as “filling all worlds” and
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“And those on the right utter a song which finds favor above,
and say Kadosh; and those on the left utter a song which fin;;ls
favor above, and say Baruch ... and all are included in one
another in a single unity and connect until all form one bond
and one spirit and are joined with those above to be one,
perfectly integrated.” (Zohar, Pekudey 247b)

“Each group sanctifies according to its source and root in the
worlds, but Israel assembled below say both, Kadosh and
Baruch, as they comprise all of the sources and roots together.”

(Nefesh Ha-Hayyim 1, 2)

Two polyphonies resound in the space of the Bible: that of Isaiah,
“Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh™ — “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts,
the whole earth is full of His glory”’; and that of Ezekiel “Baruch kevod
adonai mi-mekomo” — “Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His
place”.

The first polyphony, which is distinguished by the simplicity and
decisiveness of the Land of Israel, characteristic of the spiritual “cos-
mopolitan” (T.B. Hagigah), was heard while the Temple yet stood. The
song of the Seraphim is a song of rest, the story of a Throne, of the
Shechina reposing in its holy place and permeating all of existence.

The second polyphony reveals all the complexity and bombast of
exilic Babylon, of a provincial in spiritual matters (ibid.). “Why are
the scholars in Babylon distinguished in dress? Because they are not
well versed in Torah” (T.B. Shabbat 145b, Nefesh Ha-Hayyim 11, 17,
end note). The song of the Hayyot and the Ofanim is a march, the
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